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A Woman Grace of Her Time
On the Poetic Modes of Tahereh (Tahirih) Qurrat al-‘Ayn
(1817-1852)

Much has been written about Tahereh. Writers have depicted her as a courageous
advocate of the Babi movement, as a stunningly beautiful, matchlessly eloquent,
and peerlessly learned prodigy of her time, and as the first woman in the Islamic
world to remove her hijab in public and openly refuse to submit to the oppressive
socialandreligiousnorms ofhersociety. Nonetheless, theuniqueness of Tahereh’s
voice as a poet has received comparatively little attention. In this work, therefore,
the author provides a fresh study of Tahereh’s poetry and seeks to find answers
to vital questions, such as the authenticity of poetical fragments ascribed to her,
her present relevance in Iran and the wider world, and her place in the history of
Persian literature composed by women, alongside such figures as Rabia Balkhi
in the tenth century to the modernist poet Forough Farrokhzad in the twentieth.
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